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Ik Bengal, the Bengalee year, where no specific mention of another 
rera is made, is naderstoocl to he intended ; in Orissa, the Willaity. They 
are used respectively in tlio collection of the Government revenue, and in 
transaotioQS between individuals, in those provinces. 

TheTuslee and Sumhet* years are, in like manner, current in the pro- 
vinces of Behar and Benares, and In the ceded and conquered provinces. 
The Government revenue is collected by the Fuslee year j and the com- 
. mon transactions of life are, as regards the period of their occurrence, 
regulated by it. The Sumhut year is chiefly used by native merchants 
and banters. 

The Hijree year obtains, generally, throughout the provinces, in a 
gredter or’iess hegree, as 'iire hocii communtcy mayor may adt cotrsi^i di 
Mahomednns; to transactions amongst whom it may be said to bo esclu- 
sively confined. 

The Bengaleo and ^ViUaity ate solar y the Fuslee and Surabnt, lunar 
years j and the calculations, in oil, accord with the principles of tho Hin- 
doo Astronomy. The days of the mouth of the three first-mentioned styles 
are reckoned in conseentivo order ; so that the first day being found in the 
tables, the subsequent dates can be easily ascertained. In the Sumbut, 
however, the date cannot bo ascertained if not given in the tables, in 
consequence of dates being expunged and repeated, as will be hereafter 
explained. ' * 
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Tho Hmcloo solar year consjals of 365 da)9, 15 pliurrccs, CO pnls, and 
221 bopuls*j aad 19 divulcd into 12 inonllis, each comjnencing from tho 
moment the sun enters n new sign of tho rodinc. Tho following talilo 
shows how far tho months coincide with tho rnghsh months, nnd tho sign 
of the zodiac in wbidi tlic snn la daring each month. 
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The Bengaloo year commences on tho 1st of Bysahh j the Willait> on 
the let of A«son. 


The Hindoo lunar year la shorter than tho solar by 10 days, 58 ghur- 
rees, 29 puls, and 22i hepnls. Tim differenco. m two solar years eight 
months and 15 days, amounts to ono month In tho year in which li 
attains to this, tiz, that m which two coojanctions occur while the snn is 
in the same sign, tho second month is called hy the same name os tho 
preceding, and is denominated Lound, or Ud/itf^or intercalary. No religi- 
ous fesliyals occur in this -monlU. The intercalations occur from Chyt to 
Assun, both incloslrc 

The Fualce year comrocuces on the Ist of Assun, (called oUo in the 
Western FitmnuBs Kx£w« ^ -tt* Snuihul "ywit, wAh -tho fitbi day ofthe 
Soodee or second or bright serai-lunation of Chyt. 

The Fuslee and Snrobut months correspond m name and doration of 
time , and commenang on the day after the full moon, extend to tho fall 
moon following The days of the Fnslcc month are reckoned, as before 
stated, in consecutive order those of the Bumbut are governed by tho 
following principles 

The month is divided into 30 equal parts or Tit’hs, and again into 
two PuVhs, or semi lunations, each consisting of 15 Til'ha Tho first 
semi lunation commencing on the day after the full moon {Poorunmashee), 


GO Tils « Tlnoopula == 1 Bepul 
60 =3 1 Pul 

60 Pals Ghurree or Duud 

60 Gburrees *=* 1 Natural Day and Night 
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ends with *ho new moon (Pnioirj*) , and is cillct (lie or dark 

semi lunation ; tho second commence on tlic daj niter the XTmmcjs, and 
ends wjth the rooruMnaihee, and « denominated tho hoixla Fuk'h, or bright 
semi Innation 

The cml or Fuslce month consists of from 23 to 80 dajrs . tho TtCh$t 
therefor'’, of a month of 30 days, will bo each longer than those of n 
month of 23 or 29 days , and, os the Hindoo ei\ »l day emhmccs tho period 
betiToen snn-nso anl sunrise, a day will occasionally occur m which two 
will expire Sometimes again no Ttt h will ex|nro during tho course 
of the day. In tho first inatanco, tho second TVl’A^will bo expunged, 
the day inaariahly talang its name from tho first Tit h which ends during 
the course of it eg tho first TiCh expires just after sun rise of tho first 
day of Poos Puslco ,»tho second, before Bun»nso of tho second day of 
Poos Fa^lee, tho third, during tho course of tho second of Poos Fasloe 
then* tho first Jay of Poos Fnslco will be called Poos Dtdte Purtca, tho 
second Poos Fuslce Toos Budet Teej (tho second TU'h being expunged) , 
the third Poos Fuslce, Poos Butec Choi thee, and go on In tho second 
instance, tlia day m which no Til h expires will bo called by tho samo 
number as tbo preceding day e g tho first Ttt'h expires about the closo 
of tho first, or exactly at, or a httio before, sun nso of tho second Xusleo 
day, and the second, just after son nm of tho third Fuslce da) , thonf 
tho first Fuslce day will bo denominated P^s BtuUe Burm , tho second 
also Poos Budee Parted , the third. Poos Bud^e Dooj , tho fourth. Poos Budet 
Ttej , and so on. 

The riijrce months are not constructed on astronomical principles 
The month commences from tho evening on which, (tho day avith 
the Maliomcdans commencing at sun set) the new moon is seen Tho 
duration of tho month therefore depends on the state of tho atmosphere, 
and may varj in dilTcrent places not far distant No month can contain 
less than 29 or moio than 30, days e g li ibo new moon be seen on tho 
evening of Sunday the 29th of Moliorruro, tho next day, Monday, will bo 
the Isfc day of Suffer Should the heavens bo cloud) and no moOn bo seen 
on Sundav evening Monday will be tho 30th of Mohurrum, and Tuesday 
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the Ist of Snffcr. In deeds, therefore, dnlcd by the Mahoinodan year, the 
day of the weeh should also he nuorted. 

The following are tho names of the months of the Hijrco jear 

1 llohurrum 7 lliijub 

2 huCVr .*^*8 8hal>an. 

3 Ttuhheo ool Awuh ' 9 llumraan 

4 Ruhhee ooa Sanec, or ool Xlchir. 10 Shuwal 

fi JumadcD ool Arrul - 11 /CilLaidJi 

C Jqmadco 008 ^anoc, or ool AVhir 12 Zillnjch. . • 

Under thtf" dynasty of the' 'Moghul Umporw*, (hliy fir of tho reign- 
ing Sovereign was usual!) insmbed in docuihents of n ■puhhe nature, 
'flio year commenced from iho accession of (he Soiereigiv o'od ^s^jalled 
Uio year of Hie -Julooa (reign) In tho tables, the slrth yc.ir of^hc Juloos 
of Shah Alum commenced "on the first of Jumidcotipl AVul, 1175, Ilijrcc, 
tr Wednesday, 31st«Octbhcr, A D 176i Tho ffrst year ot the Jitloosof 
Atber Shah Banec commenced on tho 6th of Ilum_2aan,_1231j Jfijrcc, 
Tuesday, 18th November, A. D 1800. ^ J 

Tor a more full account of tho Natue iCras, Gilchri«t^ JLo- 
doostanoc Philoloj) , vol. 111. page 301 
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PREFACE. 


The follomng iroi'h shows the corro.sponding dates in 
difforont ,Eias picvailing throughout India, embracing 
the period between A. D. 1842 and tlie present time. It 
is a republication, with revisions and alterations, of the 
Chronological tables issued yearly by the Government, 
which are now out of print and very scarce The compiler 
has spared no pains to secure accmacy, and trasts that 
his pages will be found of use not only to members of the 
legal profession but to all classes of the community. 


W. A B. 



I N T H 0 B U C T I 0 N 


TornE 

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLES. 

TA-KEK FHOlt TEC OOVCRKHCKT A.L SIASr A.C. 


The following Tabic?, compiled from the m-iniiscript originils in tbo 
Rcglslct’a OfScc of ibo Sudder Dowanny Adawlut at Calcittla, are pubhsbed 
under tbc autborUy of Government They will be found extensively use- 
ful to tbo OfBccTs of Government, McrcUants. Indiso-plantcrs, and otbers 
•who have dealings m'tfi tfic natives of the country, in comparing tlio corres- 
ponding dates of tbc several tcras current lo the provinces of Bengal, Bebar, 
OrUsa, and Benares, and in tbc ceded and conquered provinces; and m ascer- 
taining tbo correctness of law papers ond other documcDts, which aro 
frequently fraudulently altered in one or more of tlicir dates, with a view 
to adopt them to the substantiation of a desired fact, or to negative their 
value or importance, as the case may be. 

In Bengal, tbo Bengalee year, wbere no specific mention of another tcra is 
made, is understood to be intended , in Orissa, tbc Willaity. They arc used 
respectively in tbo collection of the Oovemment revenue, and in transac- 
tions between individuals, in those provinces. . ' 

The Fuslee and Surobut years are, m like mdnncit current in the pro- 
vinces of Bebar andBenares, and in the ceded ami conquered provinces. 
The Government revenue is collected by the Fuslee jcir, and the Common 
traUsaclions of life arc, as regards the period of tbcir occurrence, rcmilated 
by it. The Surabut year is chiefly used by native merchants and bankers. 

Tbc Hyree year obtains, generally, tbrougboat the provinces in a 
greater or less degree, as tbo local community may or may not consist 
of llahomedans; to transactions amongst whom it may be said to bo 
exclusively confined. 

Ttie Bongako anil Willaity arc solar; tiro Fusko and Sumtat, lunar 

years, aad the calcuhlioDS, m all, acconl rrUb tlio principles of tlie Hi l' 
Aslronomj. The days of ‘ha nwntli of the three lirst-mcntioned Eljks"'°°' 




VI 


IMKODirCTION 


reckoned m consecutive order; Kothat tho first day being found in tlio 
tables, tbo snbscqucDt dates can bo easily ascertained In tbo Sumbut, 
lioMCvcr, tbo date cannot be ascertained if not gn cu m tlic tables, in con* 
RcquoncQ of dates being expunged and repeated, as svill bo hereafter ex- 
plained 

Tbo Hindoo sohr >car consists of 365 days, C hours, 12 minutes, and 
9 seconds, and is divided into 12 months, each commencing from the 
moment the sun enters a new sign of tbo zodiac The following table shows 
how far the months coincide with tho English months, and the sign of the 
zodiac in which the sun is during pach month 


1 ByKtUi, ^ 

2 Jfeyt, ’2 

3 Afsor, ^ 

4 Siwun, ^ 

G BUndoon, 'S • 

0 Aisun or Kuw»r, ^ 

7 Kirtiek, ^ 

8 Usbun, '2 

9 Pom I 

10 Jlttgh, , §■ 

11 Ph goon, ' E 

12 Chyl, ^ 


April, 

M»y, 

July 
August, 
‘loptomlisr, 
5 October 
Noverober, 
December, 
Jan ary 
Febru try, 
Morel, 


May 

JuDCi. 

^ July 
^ Atigust 
September 
^ October 
<a NoTember 
^ DccecoWr 
~ Jan rtry 
g FebroMy 
* Mnrcl 
April 


r Jlntb, 
f MithMn, 
&8 Kurk, 

S’? 

5 “ K innya, 
g t Toola, 
Dnscbik, 

I a Dbun, 
Mukiir, 

S KUmbl, 
{3 Meen, 
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The Bengalee year commences on the 1st of Bysokh , 
the lat of Assun 


^ Ancs 
Taunia. 
Gemini 
■3 „ Cuncor 
It B, Leo. 

a aireo. 
g’S LibVa 
-r % Scon lo 

Sigittanaai 

f Cipncormi*. 
Aqiisnu. 
Fuees 

the "Willaity on 


The Hindoo lunar year is ahortor than the solar by 10 days, 21 hours, 
23 minutes and 12 seconds This diCferenc© in two solar years eight months 
and 15 days amounts to ono month. In the year in which it attains to tins, 
ViZ that in which two conjunctions occur while the sun is in the same sign, 
the second month la called by the same name as the preceding and la 
denominated Loiind, or Udhth, or intercalary No religious festivals occur 
in this month The intdrcalatipns occur from Chyt to Assun, both inclusive. 

The Fuslee year commences on the 1st of Assun, (called also in the 
Western Provinces KuWaf )* The Sumhut year, with the first day of the 
Soodee PuL k, or second or bright semi lunation of Chyt 

Tho Fuslee and Sumhut months correspond in name and duration of 
time , and commencing on tho day after tbo full moon, extend to the full 
moon following The days of the Fusleo month are reckoned, as before 
stated, in consecutive order those of the Sumhut are governed by the 
following pnncipleB , 

The month is divided into 30 equal ports or TU hs and again into two 
PuVhs, or scmi lunations each consistmg of 15 Titlia The first setm- 
lunation commencing on the day after the full moon (Pool unmaaTiee ) ends 
with the non moon (l/ntaum), and is called the BudeePulA, or dork 
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vil 

bcmi-lunalion ; the seci5ntl commences on the «1 ty aflcr the Umnwiif, nnti 
ends with the Poorunmas/jce, and is dcDominatcd iho Soodee PuL’h, or 
bright serai-lunation. 

Tlio ciril or Fuslcc month consists ot from 2S to 30 (la}^ ; The TU’/is, 
therefore, of a month of SO dajra will be, each, longer* than thoso of a 
month of 2S or 20 dajs; and, as' tbb Fusleo day embraces the period 
between 8un-riso and sun-rise, a day will occasionally occur in which tno 
Ti'fAa will espire. Sometimes again no r»£7i will expire during the coiirso 
of the day. In the first instance, tho second ritV* will be expunged; tho 
day invariably taking its name from tho first TH’/i which ends during tho 
course of it: c.^. the first riiVt expires just after sim-riso of tho first day of 
Poos Fusleo; tho second, before sun-rise of the second day of Poos Fusleo j 
tho third, daring the course of the second of Poos Fusleo ; tlienj' tho first day 
ofPooa Fualco will bo called'* Poos Purfee Puma; tho second Poos Fuslcc, 
Poos JJudea Tcej (the second TifA being expunged); tho third Poos 
Fuslee, Poos Sudee Choutliee, and so on. In tfao second instanco, tho day 
in which no TU7i expires will bo called by the samo number ns the preced- 
ing day : e. g. the first TU’U expires about tho close of tho first, or exactly 
at, or a littio before sun-rise of tho second Fusleo day ; and tho second, 
just after suD-riso of tho third Fusleo day ; thon^ the first Fuslee day will 
bo denominated Poos Pudec P«n«i , tbo second, also Poos Pudeo Pitnea; 
the third, Poos Pud<« Pooj ; tho fourth. Poos Bu<fee Tcej ; and so on. 

Tho Hijrec months aro not constructed on astronomical principles. 
The month commences from the evening on which, (tho day with tbo 
2Ialioraedans commencing at sun-set) the now moon is seen. Tho duration 
of tho month thercrorc depends on the state of tho ^atmosphere, and may 
vary in different pUces not far distant. No.ihonth can contain less than 
Hi), or moro than SO, days : c. if the new radon bd seen on the evening of 


* Tho FuaTee oad Samhut laoadis correspond la dtnaUon o{ Man ud Suzohat months is 
SO Ttt'hs 

Fasleo month of 23 dsjB la a tznntb of 30 TuiU i. e. 1 Tu'h day Fuslee. 



t Fnslee, I 1st Poos. 2nd Pooa. I Srd FIms. 4tL Pooa. 

' 1 2 3 4 B 

Tit'll, — O © O } O O 

Sufflhnt, IPoos 0. Purwa Pix»B.Te«j |FuosB, Chouthee PoosB. Punchumee 


ritTj. ©- \~0 .O - 

SumbuljlPoos B Purwa. iPooa B. Purwa. I PoosB.l)ooJ | PoosB Tw^ 
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\ni 

Sunday Iho 29tli of llolmmim, Iho next day, Monday, will bo tlic Ist day of 
Suffer Should tlio licaA CHS bo clondy, and no moon bo seen on Sunday 
evening, Monday will bo tbo 30lb of Molmrrum, and Tuesday, tho Ist of 
Suffer. In deeds, tbereforo, dated by the Mabomedan year, the day of the 
week should also ho inserted, 

Tho folloTvingaro the names of tlio months of thoHyrco year: 

1 Mohurnim. , 7 Uiijiib 

2 Suffer. 8 Shahan 

3 Rubbeo ool Awuk , 0 Rumzaan. 

4 Rubbeo 003 Sance, or ool Akbir. 10 Shuwak 

G Jumadco ool Auid , 11 ^tlkatdch 

G JumadccoosSauce, orooIAkliir. 12 Ziltnjcb. 

Under tho dynasty of the Mogul Emperors, tho year of the reigning 
Sovereign was usually msenbed m documents of a public nature. Tho year 
comraonced from tho accession ot tho Sovereign, and m called tho year of 
tho Juloos (reign) In tho tables, tho sixth year of tho Juloos of Shah 
Alum commenced on tho first of Juinadco ool Awul, 1178, Hijrco, or Wednes- 
day, Slst October, AD 1704. The first year of tboJuloos of 'Acbor Shah 
Sance commenced on tho 0th of Rumzaan, 1221 , Hijrce, Tuesday, 18th 
HoYcmbcr, A D. 1800. 

For a moro full account of the Native JBras, see Qdchrist’s Ilmdoostanco 
Philology, voL III. page 301, 
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